Dean Romero Donates his Papers to Lovejoy Library

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr., Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at SIUE, recently donated his personal papers to Lovejoy Library.  The collection is vast and contains thousands of scientific journal articles, various writings, photographic slides, audio tapes and source documents that date back to the 16th Century from the many fields of biology and oceanography.  “As a person who used archives from many libraries in many countries, I know that documentation makes a difference in the nature of the modern library,” said Dr. Romero.

The entire collection consists of more than 50,000 items of interest, collected individually over a lifetime of research spanning four decades.  “It is the most comprehensive collection of printed material on cave biology and the largest private collection of marine mammal documentation that I am aware of,” Romero said.  The collection also contains Dean Romero’s personal archive of the saga of his journeys from around the world. 

Dr. Regina McBride said, “The collection is a great resource to SIUE students and faculty conducting research in the fields of biology, marine biology, political science and cultural history.  The collection is part of what makes Lovejoy Library unique and we are very grateful for Dean Romero’s support”.

“My contribution shows a commitment to SIUE, a belief in its excellence as an academic institution and demonstrates the importance of scholars to leave their academic legacies for future generations,” said Dean Romero. 

Aldemaro Romero Jr. was born and raised in Caracas, Venezuela.  He obtained his bachelor’s degree in Biology (Zoology emphasis) from the University of Barcelona, Spain. 

After graduating from the University of Barcelona in 1977 Dr. Romero continued his work as a science writer in both Spain and Venezuela and, in 1981, began his career as a graduate student in the Department of Biology at the University of Miami, Florida, where he worked on evolutionary biology of cave fishes.

Dr. Romero went on to work as the Venezuela Program Director of The Nature Conservancy in Washington, D.C., and in 1986 founded BIOMA, The Venezuelan Foundation for the Conservation of Biodiversity with headquarters in Caracas, Venezuela.

He went on to become an Associate Professor and the Director of the Environmental Studies Program, at Macalester College, St. Paul, Minnesota, where he continued his teaching and research work in the areas of cave fish behavior and environmental history of marine mammals. 

From 2003 until 2009, Dr. Romero was Chair and Professor of the Department of Biological Sciences at Arkansas State University (ASU).  He created a host of new courses in the areas of biospeleology, marine mammals, history and philosophy of science, science in the cinema, and science communication. 

In 2009, Dr. Romero accepted the position of Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville.

Throughout his career Dr. Romero has published more than 560 pieces including numerous books, peer-reviewed publications and monographs on a wide variety of subjects including cave biology, marine mammals, paleontology, environmental studies, and history and philosophy of science. He has produced, written, and, in many cases directed and hosted, about 1500 radio and 50 TV shows, including award-winning nature documentaries.
