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The 2008-2009 academic year has started off just like the Olympics in Beijing—to amazing effort from everyone involved.  This is a new endeavor with University Housing.  It is a shorter version of “The Prowler”.  Our goal is to send this version out three times and the longer version, The Prowler will come out two times during the year.

So, read on to find out what is new at SIUE and in University Housing.

Go Cougars!  We’re now Division I.

This year starts our journey into a new realm . . . NCAA Division I sports.  The new home for SIUE athletics is now the Ohio Valley Conference (OVC).  Other schools in this conference are:  Eastern Illinois University, Eastern Kentucky University, University of Tennessee at Martin, Murray State University, Southeast Missouri State University, plus 5 other universities in Tennessee and Kentucky.  SIUE will not be eligible to compete for division championships until the 2012-13 year.  The exception to this is men’s soccer and women’s softball.  These two will be fast-tracked and will be eligible for tournament play as early as the 2010-2011 season.  So, for now we are testing the waters and letting the other schools feel our “Rowr”.  For more information:  http://www.siue.edu/ATHLETIC/ACADEMIC/0708/0610.html
SIUE = Construction

If you’ve been to campus in the last couple of months, you noticed several construction projects on campus.  SIUE is definitely in a growth spurt.  Not only is there a new residence hall, Evergreen, that opened in August 2007, but there are three projects currently taking place:  the new Student Success Center, the expansion to the Student Fitness Center, and the renovation of the Early Childhood Center.  The Success Center and Fitness Center are expected to be completed by May 2009.  The Student Success Center will consolidate many resources for students into one area.  For more information:  http://www.siue.edu/news/feature/080118feature.shtml
Homecoming 2008:  Cougar Gras, October 6 -11, 2008
Homecoming will be taking on a Mardi Gras theme full of beads, masks, and king cakes.  This year homecoming will be showcasing lawn decorations from each of the living areas on campus.  This decoration must include the theme and SIUE spirit.  The winning area will be announced at the SIUE Soccer game against McKendree University which starts at 7:00pm on Friday, October 10th.  In addition to the traditional golf cart parade and recliner race, homecoming also includes a Red Cross Blood Drive, the 7th Annual Chili Cook-off, and the 4th Annual Homecoming Dance.  Homecoming will conclude with a tailgate concert from “My Own Medicine” before the SIUE Club Football game against Miami University (Ohio) on Saturday, October 11th.  The game starts at 1:00pm.  For more information:  http://www.siue.edu/cab/homecoming.shtml
August 22, 2008:  1,500 New Students Move In
SIUE’s big opening day this year was August 22, 2008.  Starting at 8am, students from all across Illinois and Missouri took their first step as students at SIUE . . . officially checking in to their on-campus housing.  From 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., over 1,400 students journeyed to the Engineering Building or to the Morris University Center check in to their residence hall.  The University Housing staff spent many hours ensuring this move-in process was smooth and seamless.  SIUE’s Director of Financial Affairs moved his second son into Woodland this year and had this to say, “The process at SIUE is well-organized and has plenty of friendly volunteers to help transport possessions to the room.  We had no wait at any time.  Kudos, and thanks again.  You folks make an excellent first on-campus impression to the students and their families.”

Life is Good in the Village . . . Cougar Village That Is

Fall 2008 saw one of the smoothest openings for the Cougar Village apartments.  Although Cougar Village is open year-round, the majority of the students spend Saturday, August 23rd officially moving back to SIUE and starting their year off in Cougar Village.  This past August also saw some renovations in the CV Commons.  The glassed-in front desk is no longer . . . now it easier for students to talk with the commons managers and for the manager to see who is coming to talk to them.  Another change is the 400-side apartments are coming to the Commons to pick up their mail.  That’s correct—the mailboxes in the buildings are no longer being used.  One of the benefits of this is that everyone has to come to the Commons so why not stay and see what’s happening.  For more information on what’s happening in Cougar Village, contact Sarah Kirkpatrick, Cougar Village Community Director, at skirkpa@siue.edu. 
Cougar Academy:  20 Freshmen Start Their Leadership Journey
The fall of 2007 saw a new program take shape by bringing 30 incoming freshmen to campus 3 days early to start developing their leadership experience early.  This program is called Cougar Academy.  This year, 20 energized students took part of this program and thoroughly enjoyed their experience.  They learned about the Five Practices of Exemplary Leaders as explained in The Leadership Challenge by James Kouses and Barry Posner (http://www.leadershipchallenge.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-131011.html).  After the 3-day workshop, the students volunteered as Movers-n-Shakers to help their fellow residents move in.  One of the members has this to say about Cougar Academy, “Cougar Academy was awesome. I am still friends with the people I met and probably will be for many years to come! Thanks for everything, Sheila!”  Check out more quotes on the Cougar Academy website:  http://www.siue.edu/housing/cougaracademy/index.shtml
Send Us Your Stories

In the upcoming Prowler we will be highlighting some stories from the past.  If you have an entertaining story and would like to share with your fellow alumni, please send it to Sheila Coressel, Assistant Director for Training & Development at scoress@siue.edu.

We are also accepting updates on what is happening in your life.  Please provide us with any updates regarding your career, family, etc.  We will also include that in the upcoming Prowler which will be out in November.

Are you Connected?

We receive the most current contact information for our alumni through Alumni Affairs.  So, if information has changed or you want to make sure you are on the alumni list, just go to the following website and fill in your current information:  http://www.siue.edu/alumni/update_info.shtml
We need your help to stay connected with all of our former staff and leaders!  So, if you know of any one who may be missing for our list, please share this newsletter with them, especially the website above.  
