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	SIUE Alumni Association Presents…  (2227/CY/08)


	Copper Canyon Adventure


	

	
	  9 Days
	

	
	18 Meals:
	

	
	  8 Breakfasts
	

	
	  3 Lunches
	

	
	  7 Dinners
	

	Departure:  February 20, or 27th, 2009
Approximate Rates:

   Twin: $ 2199
   Includes: Land, Air and Taxes from St. Louis

	Highlights…

Tucson • San Carlos • El Fuerte

Chihuahua-Pacifico Railroad

Creel • Chihuahua • El Paso

	


COLLETTE EXPERIENCES
(Spend two nights in luxury accommodation overlooking the beautiful San Carlos Marina.

(Enjoy an evening of entertainment in the colorful colonial settlement of El Fuerte.

(Enjoy stunning views of gorges as you travel by train through the spectacular Copper Canyon.
(During your stop at the Mennonite Museum near Cuahtemoc, you'll enjoy a typical homemade lunch.
Day 1: Arrive Tucson, Arizona

Your Copper Canyon adventure begins with a special welcome dinner - a great opportunity to meet your fellow travelers.  (D)
Day 2: Tucson - San Carlos, Mexico
(Today, learn about the significance of the majestic Mission of San Xavier del Bac, known as the ‘white dove of the desert’.( Cross the Mexican border near the popular city of Nogales and continue through the beautiful Sonora Desert to the Sea of Cortez.  Relax and enjoy San Carlos, where the desert meets the ocean, from your hotel overlooking the beautiful San Carlos Marina. (LANGUAGE DISCOVERY: Today, your Tour Manager will help you discover the origin and history of the language(s) you will experience on your tour along with key words and phrases that will help you communicate with the locals.(  (B, D)

Day 3: San Carlos

Enjoy a day at leisure to explore the best of San Carlos.  You may wish to shop for ironwood carvings or take an optional half-day fishing excursion or nature cruise. Later this afternoon you may partake in an optional siesta cruise on the Sea of Cortez, followed by dinner.  (B)
Day 4: San Carlos - El Fuerte

(Today visit a working pearl farm and learn the history of pearls from the Sea of Cortez.( A demonstration of the process of cultured pearl production is infused with information about the effort to replenish the gulf with these once plentiful species.  In the beautiful colonial city of El Fuerte, you will feel as if you have stepped back in time.  This colorful settlement was founded by the Spaniards in 1564, and sits gracefully in the foothills of the Sierra Madre Mountains.  Before dinner, Collette guests will be treated to a memorable folkloric show.  (B, D)
Day 5: El Fuerte - Copper Canyon
(Today you travel on the Chihuahua-Pacifico Railroad for an awe-inspiring journey that will take you from sea level to almost 8,000 feet via numerous tunnels and over countless bridges in this unspoiled landscape.( Your route takes in the most scenic portions of the 25,000 square miles of canyon as you wind past thrilling gorges and expansive canyonlands.  You will enjoy the stunning views upon arrival at your hotel, which rests on the rim of the canyon.  (B, L, D)
Day 6: Copper Canyon  

Experience the Tarahumara’s fascinating culture when tribal members perform for you.  See their traditional dance, tribal games and a foot race demonstration. Embark on a tour of the area called Divisadero; visit the small church and the balancing rock precariously positioned at the canyon's edge. Take in the spectacular views of the canyon from different locations as you learn more about this amazing area. Later you will have some leisure time to explore this beautiful region. Perhaps you would like to take an option to explore the Tarahumara Village of San Luis Majumachic and see this indigenous culture first hand.  (B, L, D)
Day 7: Copper Canyon - Creel - Chihuahua
A fascinating trip through the canyon brings you to the town of Creel, one of the largest and most populated towns in the Copper Canyon, sitting 7,874 feet above sea level. Next, you visit the Mennonite settlement near Cuahtemoc where you will enjoy a homemade lunch before continuing on to Chihuahua. (Embark on a tour of Chihuahua featuring the home of famous Mexican Revolutionary leader Pancho Villa, a tour of the state capitol building, and many other highlights.(
(B, L, D)
Day 8: Chihuahua - El Paso, Texas

(This morning meet some of the local children as you visit a boarding school which is supported by the Collette Foundation.  Spend some time with the students and learn about their way of life.(  Later, you cross back into the United States, arriving in El Paso, Texas.  Join your fellow travelers this evening for a farewell dinner.  (B, D)

Day 9: El Paso - Tour Ends

Your unforgettable tour of the Copper Canyon comes to an end but the memories stay with you forever.  (B)
Experience It!
Mexican Folkloric Dancing

Mexican folkloric dancing is a type of traditional communal dancing, passed down from generation to generation in a social or recreational atmosphere. During your visit to El Fuerte, you will see a variety of dance favorites from the local area. These dances are performed using the traditional style of the region through costumes and accessories, and feature many different steps, including walking, hopping, skipping and jumping. The men usually dance with their hands behind their backs and stamp out the rhythms featured in each song. The women perform this intricate dance as their feet gracefully stamp out the rhythms while their skirt waves in a continual motion.

	Your Itinerary at a Glance



	Day 1
	Sheraton Tucson, Tucson, Arizona

	Day 2, 3
	Marina Terra Hotel, San Carlos, Mexico

	Day 4
	Hotel Posada del Hidalgo, El Fuerte, Mexico

	Day 5, 6
	Hotel Posada Mirador, Copper Canyon

	Day 7
	Quality Inn Chihuahua San Francisco, Chihuahua, Mexico

	Day 8
	Wyndham, El Paso, Texas

	On some dates alternate hotels may be used


IMPORTANT TRAVELERS INFORMATION

We want you to enjoy your tour with us; therefore, it is important that you know this tour is an adventure! You will view spectacular scenery while experiencing the culture and heritage of the region. We have selected small, comfortable hotels for their locations and they may be considered rustic. The Mexican Railroad schedules may be subject to weather conditions or other unexpected delays. For your enjoyment, this tour should be approached with a sense of adventure and flexibility.

Please note:
Travelers must be in good health as sightseeing requires walking on uneven terrain; wheelchairs and walkers cannot be accommodated on this tour.

Collette Vacations prides itself on bringing travelers the very best experiences a destination offers.  Our itineraries include many activities and may consist of walking on uneven terrain or significant walking at times.  Some of the most unique sightseeing can mean accessing locations that restrict motorcoaches, especially in historic areas.  For your comfort, we recommend bringing sturdy walking shoes.  

Due to the locations of the hotels in El Fuerte and Copper Canyon, telephone service at the hotels is not available.  In an emergency situation, should someone need to contact you while on this tour, they may contact Collette Vacations headquarters for assistance.

Maximum elevation on this tour is: 7,900 feet.

If you have not purchased air through Collette and wish to purchase transfers, you must transfer at our pre-scheduled times.  

Flights must arrive into Tucson, Arizona no later than 4:30 PM on the first day.

The “Collette Foundation” is a 5-year, $2-million dollar investment focused on improving the quality of life of children in our partner communities worldwide.   This employee-run, global initiative connects Collette employees, its partners, travelers and communities worldwide toward a common good. The foundation will touch twenty countries, including the United States, Peru, Mexico, Kenya, South Africa, China, Cambodia, Russia, Australia, Italy and Ireland.
Important Reservation Information
Passports are required for this tour at your expense.  Certain countries require a minimum of 6 months passport validity.  You are strongly urged to contact the appropriate consulate for details.

Responsibilities: Neither Collette Travel Services, Inc., its affiliated entities and its and their employees, shareholders, officers, directors, successors, agents, and assigns (collectively "Collette"), own or operate any person or entity which is to or does provide goods or services for these trips.  Because neither maintains any control over the personnel, equipment, or operations of these suppliers, Collette assumes no responsibility for and cannot be held liable for any personal injury, death, property damage or other loss, accident, delay, inconvenience, or irregularity which may be occasioned by reason of (1) any wrongful, negligent, willful or unauthorized acts or omissions on the part of any of the suppliers or other employees or agents, (2) any defect in or failure of any vehicle, equipment, or instrument owned, operated or otherwise used by any of these suppliers, or (3) any wrongful, willful or negligent act or omission on the part of any other party not under the supervision and control of Collette. Additionally, responsibility is not accepted for losses or expenses due to sickness, lack of appropriate medical facilities or practitioners, weather, strikes, theft or other criminal acts, war, terrorism, computer problems, or other such causes.  All services and accommodations are subject to the laws of the country in which they are provided.  Collette reserves the right to make changes in the published itinerary whenever, in their sole judgment, conditions warrant, or if they deem it necessary for the comfort, convenience, or safety of the tour.  They reserve the right to withdraw any tour announced.  Collette reserves the right to decline to accept any person as a member of the tour, or to require any participant to withdraw from the tour at any time, when such action is determined by the tour manager to be in the best interests of the health, safety, and general welfare of the tour group or of the individual participant.  Neither does Collette accept liability for any carrier's cancellation penalty incurred by the purchase of a non-refundable airline or other ticket to the tour departure city and return or otherwise.  Baggage and personal effects are the sole responsibility of the owner at all times.  Participants may be photographed for the promotional purposes of Collette.  Arbitration - I agree that any dispute concerning, relating, or referring to this contract, the brochure or any other literature concerning my trip, or the trip itself, shall be resolved exclusively by binding arbitration according to the then existing rules of the American Arbitration Association in Rhode Island.  Such proceedings will be governed by substantive Rhode Island law.  Payment of the deposit to Collette constitutes acceptance of these terms and conditions.
Cancellation Charges for this tour: After your deposit due date has passed, a non-refundable deposit will be retained.  60-16 days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 20% of total price. 15-1 days prior to departure: cancellation fee of 40% of total price.  Day of departure and after: 100% of total price. Cancellation protection is highly recommended and must be purchased at time of deposit. The Waiver Insurance does not cover any single supplement charges which arise from an individual’s traveling companion electing to cancel for any reason prior to departure.  Air rates are subject to change until tour is paid in full.  Cancellation charges also apply to reservations made for “pre” and “post” night accommodations.  All other monies will be returned or credited to your credit card in approximately 14 days.  Upon cancellation of transportation or travel services where you, the customer, are not at fault and have not canceled in violation of the terms and conditions above, you will be refunded 100%.  Please see your sales agent for more information, or review our brochure for details.

Consumer Protection Plans: Collette Travel Service holds membership in the following highly reputable industry organizations: the United States Tour Operators Association and the American Society of Travel Agents. Each association operates a consumer protection plan to cover deposits made by travelers. Full details are available from the organizations or Collette Travel Service. Collette is pleased to give this additional protection to our clients. Our California Sellers of Travel registration number is 2006766-20.  Our State of Washington Unified Business Number is 601220855. Our Nevada Sellers of Travel registration number is 2003-0279.
www.collettevacations.com
